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October 1, 2020

Dear Members and Friends,

We believe our eyes can witness reality. We trust our ears to filter the truth. We rely on our
voice to fight for our rights. We always have confidence that we make the right decisions. But
most of the time, we jump to conclusions based on gut feeling. Does that sound familiar? Don't
feel you are alone, | was the same until | heard the following story:

An older man sat at the window seat with his 30 year-old son opposite of him. It was a fully
packed commuter train of all ages; working men and women, college students, seniors and
young children. Some passengers were chatting, some were reading, some were catching up on
homework, and some were taking naps. But most of them were busy with
their phones.

Suddenly, the 30 year-old son burst into the excitement of a 5-year old and said,

“Dad! Dad! See those mountains and the colors of the beautiful trees, they are amazing."

The people around were astonished by the kind of childish behavior from a grown-up. Everyone
started intensely observing the older man and his son, listening to their conversations.
People started gossiping. Some said he must be a psychiatric patient, while others thought he
might be a drug user.

Suddenly, it started to rain. As the rain came down, the 30 year-old filled with happiness
remarked loudly,

"Dad! This is stunning, look at the shimmering raindrops, don’t they look like tiny diamonds?"

One of the passengers was visibly irritated and yelled at the older man:

“Please control your son, he is causing so much disturbance. Why don’t you take him to a
mental asylum so that he doesn’t trouble people like this.”



With tears in eyes, the older man replied,

“I am very sorry about this. We are on our way back from the hospital. My son has been blind
since birth. Last week, he got his vision from his mother who died a couple of weeks back, giving
him her beautiful eyes so he could see. Mountains, trees, and rain are all new to him. Please
forgive us for the inconvenience caused."

Everyone in the train felt sincere regret for having judged the father and the son without
knowing the complete story. But, they also felt blessed that their bodies are well functioning.

We often take things for granted. The gifts of seeing, hearing, speaking, and thinking are so
precious. Whenever you see someone who doesn't have them, please be thankful for what you
have, empathize for what they are missing, and offer your compassion to bring light to their
lives. And please, do not jump to conclusions or label anyone before you fully understand the
story.

The story changed me, | hope it moves you as well.

Warm wishes,

Joling Dakosa.

Johnny DaRosa
President
johnnydarosa@post.harvard.edu
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A 32 #85 Doris Wong
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